
 

  

 

 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

SCHS Respiratory Assessment Clinic Closure 

22/12/2021 

The General Practitioner (GP) Respiratory Assessment Clinic has been running at Sunraysia 
Community Health Services since March 2020, funded by the Commonwealth Government. The 
primary purpose of the clinic is to provide GP assessment and treatment for people suffering with 
symptoms of a respiratory illness. GP recruitment has been difficult and sadly we have not been able 
to secure a steady GP workforce for the 2022 year; as a result, our GP Respiratory Assessment Clinic 
will close from today, 22 December 2021. 

With Barratt & Smith Pathology willing and able to provide COVID-19 testing in the Sunraysia region, 
SCHS’s main focus will be on vaccinating our community in 2022, as well as returning to our clients 
with over 50 other health care services that have been significantly impacted through lockdowns. 
Our dedicated and selfless frontline workers will be taking a short break over the holiday period to 
recommence vaccinating our community, including booster vaccines and vaccinating children aged 
5-11 in the New Year. More information to follow in January 2022.  

SCHS will continue to support Barratt & Smith Pathology in their testing response and will provide 
additional testing in times of high demand, as we have in the past. Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, the SCHS COVID-19 Response team has worked tirelessly to ensure testing has been 
available to our community, including establishing drive-through clinics during outbreaks and 
outreach testing into the community and we will continue to provide this support when and where it 
is needed. 

Currently, there is a significant increase in demand for testing due to the requirements for travel 
over the Christmas period. After another difficult year, it is great to see that people are able to travel 
interstate and visit with family and friends, however the additional testing requirements are causing 
a lot of frustration and concern for those who will be travelling over the festive season.  

Testing wait times may be longer than usual due to the demand, and people are encouraged to be 
patient and respectful to our staff who are working as hard as they can. Testing will be available at 
either SCHS or Barratt & Smith Pathology every day over the festive season, with the exception of 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

 

 


